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Billy Ebeling and the Late for Dinner Band 

A Thing for You (Independent) 
BY MIKE WARREN 
feedback@pitch.com 
 
Billy Ebeling's time as the smiling, 
long-haired fixture on the porch at 
The Crossing is over, but those days 
are still audible in the understated 
blues, zydeco, country and bluegrass 
hybrid found on A Thing for You. 
Ebeling has been around long enough 
to inhale genres, and with songs like 
"Pass the Hat"(acoustic string band 
blues), "All the Way to 
Alice" (Dylanesque country) and Ry 
Cooder's "Feeling Bad Blues," Ebeling 
proves he has a soft spot for the 
eclectic edge of the '60s. It takes a 
few songs, but Thing blossoms with 
"$100 Town," a song about low-
paying-gig-induced depression. And 
the piano-driven "Kansas City Misery" 
might be the finest song of Ebeling's 
career, managing to capture the 
downhearted musings of every 
person who has felt a bit low 'round 
here, cheatin' girlfriend or no. Like 
Arlo Guthrie, Paul Simon and Leon 
Russell, Ebeling doesn't have the 
pipes to blow anybody away; he 
simply throws heart and talent into a 
little bit of all the good stuff. And like 
those legends, he has the chops and 
sincerity to make it work. 

 

  

Printer friendly version of 
this story

Email Mike Warren 

More stories by Mike 
Warren 

Send a letter to the editor

From the Week of Thursday, August 
12, 2004 
 

Interviews  
Dream On 
Oh, what a wonderful 
world this would be if 
rock stars had their own 
Olympics. 
Final Fantasy 
Forget the office football 
draft. Here's a far cooler 
way to waste your time. 
Prairie Dogg  
Best of the Rest 
The Prairie Dogg spreads 
the award-winning love 
after the Pitch Music 
Showcase. 
Spin Cycle  
Pete "The Shaker" Bones 
Saturday, August 14, at 
Kabal. 
Critic's Choice  
Pitch Music Awards 
Friday, August 13, at the 
Uptown. 
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Cialis 
Friday, August 13, at The 
Bottleneck. 
Kinski 
Friday, August 13, at the 
Jackpot Saloon. 
Dave Matthews Band 
Monday, August 16, at 
Verizon Wireless 
Amphitheater. 
Sick of It All 
Thursday, August 12, at 
El Torreon. 
Diana Krall 
Friday, August 13, at the 
Midland Theatre. 
Acoustic Planet Tour 
Friday, August 13, at the 
City Market. 
Robbie Fulks 
Saturday, August 14, at 
Davey's Uptown 
Ramblers Club. 
Garaj Mahal 
Wednesday, August 18, 
at The Bottleneck. 
Hear & Now  
Old Canes 
Early Morning Hymns 
(Second Nature) 
The New Tragedies 
The New Tragedies 
(Independent) 
Pixel Panda 
The Nation of Symmetry 
(House of Tears) 
The Stella Link 
Mystic Jaguar ... 
Attack!!!! (Ascetic) 
Boy Big 
The Playa, the Hustla, the 
Gentleman (Iefcha) 
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